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FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

CROSS COUNTY CONNECTION'S REGIONAL IMPACT, 2015 — 2019
Every September, Cross County Connection hosts its annual Members’ Appreciation Breakfast.

The breakfast provides an opportunity for the organization to look back at our achievements and
show our appreciation to our Board of Trustees, members and other friends and partners we have
worked with over the past year. The 2019 Members’ Breakfast was a special one. It marked the
release of our Five Year Impact Report for Southern New Jersey. The report is intended to provide
a synopsis of some of our programs and services, and most importantly, demonstrate the impact
Cross County Connection has on people.
Patrick Farley, Cross County Connection’s Program Director,
gave a presentation to Members’ Breakfast attendees on the
highlights of the Five Year Impact Report. Since 2015, Cross
County Connection has worked in all seven counties within
our service area – Atlantic, Burlington, Camden, Cape May,
Cumberland, Gloucester and Salem. The organization has
worked directly in 100 of south Jersey’s 169 municipalities,
impacting 71% of the region’s population. We have also assisted
71 schools through our Safe Routes to School program and 42
employers with commuter services. Some of the organization’s
other notable accomplishments included:
• Awarding $120,000 to its members to implement a range
of transportation demand management projects including
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, transit shelters and
carpool/vanpool incentive programs
• Assisting over 100 communities with bicycle and pedestrian
planning and safety initiatives
• Assisting 13 municipalities with completing Sustainable
Jersey actions
• Assisting 14 municipalities with drafting and adopting
Complete Streets policies
• Reaching over 40,000 students through the organization’s
Safe Routes to School programs
• Partnering with Amazon to assist over 1,000 current and
potential employees find transportation to work through job
fairs and on-site commuter fairs
The Five Year Impact Report is accompanied by a map that provides
a visual understanding of Cross County Connection’s reach across
the region. As the Impact Map shows, Cross County Connection’s
region has a lot of ground to cover and we have had success in
reaching every corner.

Special attention was given to the impact Cross County Connection-administered community shuttle services have had
over the years. The community shuttle services are provided through a partnership with the South Jersey Transportation
Authority, the Pascale Sykes Foundation, Atlantic and Gloucester counties and others. These shuttles have seen
ridership increase 159% since 2015, providing over 300,000 trips overall. For many of our passengers, these shuttles
are a lifeline greatly improving their quality of life by, providing last-mile connections to employment, social services,
NJ TRANSIT and other destinations.
4
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In addition to Mr. Farley’s presentation, Cross County
Connection was pleased to have Charlie Houlton-Vinyl,
from Sam Schwartz Engineering, speak at its 2019
Members’ Breakfast on the topic of the health and safety
implications of autonomous vehicles (AVs). Mr. HoultonVinyl was the lead researcher on Sam Schwartz’s book
No One at the Wheel: Driverless Cars and the Road of
the Future, published in November 2018. AVs have been
touted as the next great revolution in personal travel.
However, this “revolution” does not come without potential
consequences, some of which could be severe. Mr.
Houlton-Vinyl highlighted the potential negative impacts
AVs could have on pedestrian safety and public health.

Cross County Connection is grateful to our Board of
Trustees, members and friends for their support and
dedication to working with us to achieve our mission. With
your continued support and Cross County Connection’s
extremely talented and dedicated staff, the organization
will have an even greater impact on the region in the
future. If you are interested in hearing more about our
services and how we can help you, please contact us at
(856)-596-8228.

EASYrider …
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CROSS COUNTY CONNECTION’S TDM GRANT
PROGRAM HAS A SUCCESSFUL 2019!
by Patrick C. Farley, PP, AICP, Program Director and Eric Derer, Associate Transportation Specialist, CCCTMA

C

ross County Connection’s primary sources of funding are State and Federal grants, however the organization is also a membership
organization, where members pay dues for services rendered. Cross County Connection’s innovative Transportation Demand
Management (TDM) Grant Program rewards its members for their transportation-related efforts by returning a large percentage of
dues in the form of a reimbursement for projects implemented.
Cross County Connection members do not just “talk the talk”; they truly “walk the walk” by implementing projects that encourage
their employees, constituents and visitors to use commute alternatives. Through the TDM Grant Program, Cross County Connection
has awarded approximately $120,000 to its members as dues reimbursement for transportation-related projects since 2015 and over
$500,000 since the program’s inception.
Cross County Connection Members Have Implemented:
• Car/Vanpool incentive programs including prizes for
contests and preferential parking stalls and signage
• Public transit incentives including bus shelters and
free ride vouchers

In 2019, the eighteenth year of the program, Cross County
Connection awarded a total of $17,000 to six grant recipients:
• Voorhees Township - $3000 to partially fund the installation
of a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB)

• Protected bicycle parking and bicycle repair stations

• Evesham Township - $2700 for the installation of two solar
powered speed feedback signs

• Pedestrian safety infrastructure including crosswalks
and solar-powered pedestrian crossing warning signals

• Winslow Township - $2900 towards the installation of
electric vehicle charging station

• Bicycle facilities including bike lanes, bike path signage
and bike-friendly storm water grates

• Haddonfield Borough - $3000 for the installation of
crosswalks and pedestrian crossing signs

• Teleworking equipment including hardware and software

• Burlington County - $2700 for the purchase of GPS data
loggers for planning work

• Public awareness and educational materials including
bike and transit maps and GPS equipment

• Taylor, Wiseman, & Taylor - $2,700 for the purchase of
laptops for teleworking

Please contact Cross County Connection to learn more about membership
and how you can turn your dues into a TDM Grant Program funded project.

TDM Grant Program Project Snapshot
The RRFB was installed to improve the safety of pedestrians and
bicyclists crossing Centennial Road at a location that provides
a link between Eastern High School and Gibbsboro’s extensive
multi-use trail network. Cross County Connection observed
the intersection pre- and post-installation to determine the
RRFB’s effectiveness. Observations occurred between 1:45
PM and 3:00 PM to capture students walking or biking home
from school.

Cross County Connection likes to see the results of the TDM

Grant Program. This year Voorhees Township used the grant
money to partially fund a Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon
(RRFB) at the intersection of Centennial Boulevard and Old Egg
Harbor Road. A RRFB is designed to reduce crashes between
vehicles and pedestrians at unsignalized intersections and
mid-block pedestrian crossings by increasing driver awareness
of potential pedestrian conflicts. Cross County Connection
conducted a short observation study to document the impact
the RRFB has had on pedestrian and bicycle safety.
6
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Prior to the installation of the RRFB, only 31% of motorists that
arrived at the crosswalk stopped for pedestrians. After the RRFB
was installed, this rate increased slightly to 41%, demonstrating
some impact. This shows that the RRFB is effective and a
worthwhile use of TDM Reimbursement Program funds.
It is hoped that as motorists become more familiar with the
RRFB and its intended purpose, rates of stopping for pedestrians
will grow even higher at this trail crossing. A focused campaign
that educates motorists and pedestrians on the use and purpose
of RRFBs could be a supplementary tool used to increase
awareness and strengthen the beacon’s positive impact.

by Patrick Farley, PP, AICP, Program Director, CCCTMA

New Jersey State Law Requires
Employers to Provide Pre-Tax
Transportation Fringe Benefit
On March 1, 2020 a New Jersey
state law will go into effect that
will require employers with 20+
employees, not covered by a
collective bargaining agreement, to offer the federal pre-tax
transportation fringe benefit. The Internal Revenue Service
allows employees to set-aside pre-taxed wages that can be
used to pay for public transit. In effect, this reduces an individual’s
pre-tax income, saving them a bit of money. This tax savings
can cover the costs of your transit usage. Employers save by
reducing their payroll taxes on each dollar their employees
sets aside. The federal commuter fringe benefit program can
cover up to $270 per month in transit and vanpool costs.
Governor Murphy signed S.1567 into law in March 2019,
making New Jersey the first state to require providing the
fringe transportation benefit, though New York City and San
Francisco have similar laws. Employers that do not provide the
fringe benefit to their employees face a penalty of $100 to
$250 for the first violation. The employer can avoid the penalty
by offering the pre-tax transportation fringe benefit program
within 90 days of the violation. If the employer still opts not
to provide the benefit after this 90 day period, they would
be subject to subsequent $250 penalties for each additional
30-day period in which they fail to do so. The law allows
employers to offer the fringe benefit directly to their employees
or they can use a third party provider. South Jersey employers
have an easy option already in place. The Delaware Valley
Regional Planning Commission (DVRPC) provides the RideECO
commuter benefit program to all employers, regardless of size.
RideECO has partnered with NJ TRANSIT, PATCO, SEPTA
and Amtrak and many other regional transit agencies.

Even Enterprise, better known for car rentals, accepts RideECO
products as a means to pay for vanpool costs. For those
unfamiliar, vanpools are when commuters headed to the same
worksite share the cost of renting and operating a van. It is
often used when there are no feasible public transit options.
Cross County Connection partners with NJ TRANSIT to offer
additional financial incentives for vanpools in areas where
public transit is not a viable option.
According to DVRPC, an individual commuter can save over
$900 a year by participating in the RideECO program.
Employers could save more than $230 per year for each
employee that participates in the program. The RideEco
website provides detailed information on the pre-tax benefit
including a handy calculator you can use to figure out how
much an individual or employer can save!

To find out more and enroll in the RideECO program visit rideeco.
org. Cross County Connection can also help you explore the
pre-tax transportation fringe benefit and other transportation
benefits that employers can use to keep employees happy
while also doing their part to address climate change by
incentivizing the use of sustainable commute methods.Visit
www.driveless.com or call our offices for more information!

Cross County Connection
Day of Service
During

the

holiday season, the staff of Cross

County Connection TMA held an “ugly sweater
party,” and

used

the

occasion to assemble

care packages of snacks and comfort items for
cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy. These
packages were donated to the The Unforgotten
Haven charitable organization, in Blackwood NJ,
to support their “Snack Packs for Chemo” project.
- CCCTMA
EASYrider …
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Electric Vehicles
Are they the Future?
by Patrick C. Farley, PP, AICP, Program Director & Eric Derer, Associate Transportation Specialist, CCCTMA

So maybe cars aren’t flying yet
as we enter a new decade, but
there has been a quiet (literal)
revolution in terms of personal
travel in the United States; the
growing popularity of the electric
vehicle (EV). These days it is not
uncommon to see a Nissan Leaf
next to a Tesla Model 3 at a
traffic light. EV charging stations
are popping up in local parking
lots including those infamously
chaotic Wawa ones. So what is the
attraction? Is it time for you to join
the EV revolution?
As technology advances, EVs
are becoming more efficient,
affordable and desirable. EVs
have the ability to significantly
reduce gasoline consumption and
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
As electricity generation becomes
cleaner, moving away from coalpowered plants to renewable
sources, the environmental impact
of powering an EV will become
unquestionably lower than that of
a vehicle powered by an internal
combustion engine (ICE).
There are plenty of other benefits
to owning an EV over an ICE
vehicle that consumers may not
think about. These include:
8
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Cheaper to fuel: EVs have much
lower fuel costs on average than
conventional gasoline vehicles.
Electricity is less expensive than
gasoline and EVs are more efficient
than gasoline vehicles. Electricity
prices are also generally much
more stable than gasoline prices.
On a national average, it costs
less than half as much to travel
the same distance in an EV than a
conventional vehicle.
Maintenance: ICE vehicles have
a lot more moving parts. Typically
more than 2,000 parts are required
to make a gasoline powered car
go. The drivetrain in an EV contains
around 20 parts. That is a lot less to
maintain. Also, EV motors don’t
use oil to protect those moving
parts. No more worries about
remembering when your last oil
change was.
Brakes: Owners of EVs will have
minimal issues or may never need to
repair or replace brakes because
of the use of regenerative braking.
The electric motor does most of
the work to slow down the vehicle,
allowing the EV driver to engage in
“one-pedal driving” if they desire.
Ease off the accelerator and your
car can slow down to a stop.

EVs will still have a brake pedal, but
you may find yourself using it less
than anticipated. This reduces the
overall wear and tear on pads and
rotors. The regenerative system also
improves efficiency, allowing the
vehicle to charge itself.
More space: A typical car engine
takes up a lot of space. Electric
motors can be smaller and placed
at various locations along the
drivetrain. Many are underneath
the car, freeing up the front of
the car. You may see some Teslas
with “Dual Motor” badging. This
means that a motor is placed on
each axle to power the wheels.
EVs also do not need transmissions,
freeing up more space. This results
in more room for storage or cabin.
The cabin is also quieter since EV
motors do not require a rapid fire
series of tiny explosions to work
(combustion).

Performance: EVs typically accelerate
faster than an ICE vehicle with similar
horsepower. Torque delivery (what
actually makes the car go) is linear,
meaning you get the maximum
power at all times. With an ICE,
torque and horsepower levels vary at
different engine RPMs. Even the most
expensive sports cars have peaks and
dips in acceleration when you smash
the pedal. Additionally, with far less
parts in the drivetrain, most notably
a transmission, electric motors deliver
power directly and immediately to
the wheels.
What type of EV is right for me?
There are currently three types
of electric vehicles on the road
today. While each model has its
advantages and disadvantages,
they all save on fuel costs and
emit few greenhouse gases.
Hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs),
plug-in hybrid electric vehicles
(PHEVs) and Battery Elective
Vehicles (BEVs) use electricity as
their primary fuel or to improve the
efficiency of conventional vehicle
designs.
Hybrid Electric Vehicles: HEVs are
primarily powered by an internal
combustion engine that runs
on conventional or alternative
fuel and an electric motor that
uses energy stored in a battery.
The battery is charged through
regenerative braking and by
the internal combustion engine.
This type of Electric Vehicle is
not plugged in to charge. HEVs
can be either mild or full hybrids,
providing different levels of power
and fuel economy benefits. These
vehicles are currently the most
common form of electric vehicles.
An example of a popular HEV is
the Toyota Prius, though almost
every auto manufacturer now has
a hybrid in their line-up.

Plug-In Hybrid Electric Vehicles: PHEVs
use both an internal combustion
engine and an electric motor to power
the car. The vehicle can be plugged
into an electric power source to
charge the battery. Some PHEVs can
travel more than 70 miles on electricity
alone, and all can operate solely on
gasoline (similar to a conventional
hybrid). An example of a popular
PHEV is the Toyota Prius Prime and the
Chevy Volt. Many auto manufacturers
are making PHEV versions of their gas
powered cars, such as, the Hyundai
Sonata Plug-in Hybrid, or for those
looking for a minivan, the Chrysler
Pacifica Hybrid. PHEV’s are a great
option for those who may not have a
reliable location to frequently charge.
Battery Electric Vehicles: BEVs, are
what we typically think of when
discussing EVs. BEVs rely solely
on a battery to store the electric
energy that powers the motor. EV
batteries are charged by plugging
the vehicle into an electric power
source. Examples of popular
EV include the Nissan Leaf and
the Tesla Model 3, though more
BEVs are quickly coming into the
market. Ford recently introduced
the Mustang Mach-E to challenge
the Tesla Model 3. Hyundai’s
small SUV, the Kona Electric, was
awarded the 2019 North American
Utility Vehicle of the Year at the
Detroit Auto Show.

Porsche is also making waves with
the release of the 750 horsepower
Taycan Turbo S electric four door.
Car & Driver measured a 0-60 time
of 2.4 seconds for the Turbo S,
making it the third fastest car they
have ever tested.
Is anything holding EVs back?
Charging infrastructure availability
and affordability issues are two of
the biggest barriers to advancing
personal electric vehicle use.
The State of New Jersey seeks
to expand EV use and hopes
that raising awareness about the
current availability and types
of charging infrastructure in the
region will help reduce this barrier.
Charging stations often have
several plug-in ports (up to twenty
at some stations), which can offer
different charging levels. There are
three levels of charging ports:
• Level 1: provides charge through
a 110/120 volt socket that adds
two to five miles of range per hour
of charging time
• Level 2: provides charge through
a 208/240 volt socket that adds 10
to 20 miles of range per hour of
charging time
•DC Fast Charger provides charge
through a 480 volt socket allowing
60-80 miles of range per 20 minutes
of charging time.

EASYrider …
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Source:www.njbia.org

The New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (NJDEP)
developed a web application to
display EV Charging Station data
that is maintained by the U.S.
Department of Energy’s Alternative
Fuels Data Center. Currently, there
are 88 DC Fast charging locations
in New Jersey. According to
NJDEP, in most places in the state,
you are within a 25 mile radius of
a DC Fast Charger. Level 2 ports
are currently the most frequent
station type seen in New Jersey,
found in 318 locations. They can
be found in a range of locations
including office parks, apartment
complexes and hotels.
EVs are also typically more
expensive than similar conventional
vehicles. Much of the technology is
new and in some cases production
might be limited, increasing costs.
The base level ICE powered
Hyundai Kona starts at $18,600,
while the electric version starts
at $36,490. Since the EV market is
so new, there are not many used
options available, making resale
values high. This is a benefit to
current EV owners, but not for those
looking for an affordable way to
jump in the game.
10
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New Jersey has a number of
programs in place to overcome
this barrier, providing financial
incentives and funding support to
encourage the purchase of EVs
and the installation of charging
infrastructure.
Rebates and Tax Breaks: New
Jersey has one of the strongest
incentive packages in the nation,
providing
several
incentives
which will help neutralize the
cost difference between electric
and gasoline powered vehicles.
Consumers purchasing an EV will
receive a rebate of $25 per mile of
electric power range. The rebate
will cover up to $5,000. If the car
you purchase has a range of 200
miles or more, you will receive the
full $5,000 rebate. This is in addition
to the Federal EV Tax Credit
Program, which provides $2,500
to $7,500 per new EV purchased
for use in the U.S. The size of the
tax credit depends on the size
of the vehicle and its battery
capacity. In addition EVs sold,
rented or leased in New Jersey are
exempt from state sales tax. This
exemption is only applicable to
fully electric cars and not hybrid
electric vehicles.

“It Pay$ to Plug In” program
To increase the number of EV
charging stations in the state, New
Jersey also provides the Workplace
Electric Vehicle Supply Equipment
(EVSE) Grants program referred
to as “It Pay$ to Plug In”. These
reimbursement grants are offered
on a first-come, first-served basis for
the cost and installation of eligible
charging stations at workplaces,
government and educational
facilities, non-profits, and parking
facilities. NJDEP will reimburse
applicants for a percentage of
eligible costs, up to a maximum of:
•Level 1 : $750 per charging station
•Level 2: $5,000 per single-port
•DC Fast Charger: $6,000 per
dual-port
Private residences, other than
multi-unit dwellings, are not eligible
for funding. More information on
the “It Pay$ to Plug In” program
can be found at the State’s
website drivegreennj.gov.
Strong EV incentives and a push
to expand access to charging
stations will make owning and
operating an electric vehicle
easier and more appealing for
consumers in New Jersey going
forward.

Data shows New Jersey is already
a strong market for EVs. The
amount of registered electric
vehicles has drastically increased
in recent years. According to the
New Jersey Business and Industry
Association (NJBIA), the number of
EV registrations has increased from
338 in 2011 to 26,840 in 2019. They
have grown at an average rate of
93% over eight years!
Since there has been an explosion in
the use of privately operated EVs in
recent years, Governor Phil Murphy
declared September 14th to the
22nd Drive Electric Week. Several
municipalities in our region held
exciting events during the week,
including Bordentown, Egg Harbor
Township, Pitman and Vincentown.
Bordentown put together their first
National Drive Electric week event
on September 22. The event was a
successful collaboration between the
City Environmental Commission and
Green Team. Hosted at Bordentown’s
local farmers market, the event
brought together EV owners, dealers,
NJDEP officials and EV charging
station developer GreenSpot. Some
great EV were on display, including
the Chevrolet Bolt, Fiat 500e, Tesla
Model 3 and BMW i3 REx. The 50
cars at the event reported a total of
649,205 electric miles driven.

Photo by Sruti Desai

Photo by Sruti Desai

Photo by Sruti Desai

“Cross County Connection hopes to see and participate in
many more successful events like these as New Jersey’s
EV infrastructure continues to flourish!”

–CCCTMA

EASYrider …
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STATE GOVERNMENT TAKES STEPS

TO EXPAND

ELECTRIC VEHICLE

USAGE IN NEW JERSEY
by Eric Derer, Associate Transportation Specialist, CCCTMA

New Jersey state legislature and Governor Phil Murphy have recently passed two laws that will help improve electric vehicle
(EV) infrastructure and accessibility. The laws will move New Jersey towards the goal of 100% clean energy by 2050,
as set forth in its new Energy Master Plan (EMP). The EMP addresses strategies to improve the state’s energy system,
including transportation, electricity generation and greenhouse gas emissions associated with buildings. The two new laws
will implement Strategy 1 from the EMP: reducing energy consumption and emissions from the transportation sector.
New State Law Will Encourage Development of
EV Charging Stations through Planning: A new bill
encouraging municipalities to plan for electric vehicle
charging infrastructure was recently signed into law by
Governor Phil Murphy. The law will require municipalities
to identify existing public EV charging stations and propose
locations for future stations during the reexamination of its
master plan. It will also amend the “Local Redevelopment
Housing Law” to require that public EV charging
infrastructure be considered in redevelopment plans.
A report by the New Jersey Energy Master Plan Alternative
Fuels Work Group identified access to charging stations as
one of the biggest barriers to advancing the use of electric
vehicles. This law is one way to incrementally build out
a public charging network. New Jersey’s Municipal Land
Use Law requires Master Plan reexamination every 10
years, ensuring that municipalities will at least periodically
examine the need for charging infrastructure. However,
nothing in the law prevents municipalities from planning for
and adding charging stations more frequently.

New State Law Further Reduces the Price of Owning
an EV in New Jersey: If you are thinking about buying an
electric vehicle, now might be the time! Governor Murphy
recently signed a bill into law that incentivizes the purchase
of EVs in New Jersey through sizable rebates. This law
could dramatically impact the number of EVs on the road.
The centerpiece of this law is a state rebate of up to $5,000
for purchasing an EV. New Jersey already waives its 7%
sales tax on EV purchases. In addition to the state rebate,
the federal government offers a $2,500 - $7,500 income tax
credit based on the car’s battery capacity.
New Jersey now has one of the best incentive packages in
the nation to buy an electric car. The rebate will be funded
using an existing clean energy charge on utility bills along
with capital raised from a regional cap and trade program.
Consumers who purchase an EV can expect to receive a
rebate equaling $25 per mile of the eligible EVs electric
power range. If the car purchased has an electric power
range of 200 miles or above, the consumer will receive the
full $5,000 rebate.
Cross County Connection applauds the New Jersey
state government on their efforts to make EV
technology an attractive option for both municipalities
and private consumers!

Gov. Phil Murphy unveils the State's new Energy
Master Plan at Stockton University in Galloway.
(Photo: NJ.com)
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SRTS NEWS
by Michele Geiger, Marketing Outreach Specialist, CCCTMA

S

eptember begins my favorite time of year… back
to school! But this year was a little different. We used
to pack as much biking and walking information
as possible into a 45 minute presentation, but
I began to think: are the students getting all the
benefits of this program? So we used the summer
break to revamp our Pedestrian and Bicycle Safety
Education Program. It is designed for 3rd, 4th, and
5th grade students and now consists of a 30 minute
interactive lesson on pedestrian and bicycle safety.
Latifah Sunkett, the SRTS Coordinator, and I decided
that the program would be stronger if it was not
only shorter, but if it focused on one topic at a time.
Because Walk to School Month is October, it made
sense to concentrate solely on pedestrian safety
in the fall. National Bike to School Day occurs in
May so, of course, it made sense to designate the
spring as bicycle safety season. We also decided
to limit the presentation to no more than 40 students
per session. This would allow for the assemblies to
be more personal and hands on for the students.
We now use a vocabulary game that gets all the
children engaged and involved in the learning
process.
To sum up the fall 2019 pedestrian safety and Walk
to School Month season, the changes that were
made proved to be successful. Between September
and November 2019, Cross County Connection
connected with 4,573 students and held 37 events
at 24 schools in 16 school districts. I am looking
forward to visiting many schools this spring to instill
bicycle safety tips to each and every student.

EASYrider …
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NEW PROGRAM

ALERT
THE GOLDEN SNEAKER
WALKING CHALLENGE

by Latifah Sunket t, SRTS Coordinator, CCCTMA

This past October, Zane North Elementary School’s fourth and fifth grade students were selected to embark on an
uncharted journey known as The Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge program. For one week, students competed
by recording their steps using pedometers provided by Cross County Connection. Students were reminded that a key
component of a healthy lifestyle is exercise. Walking daily and recording their steps helped students better understand
the time and distance needed to achieve their recommended daily level of physical activity. The program also showed
students how physical activity could be enjoyable. The students had a blast and the fifth graders were crowned
champions! As an additional bonus, for participating in The Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge pilot program, Zane
North earned 10 points towards their certification from Sustainable Jersey for Schools.

SRTS Coordinator poses with Zane North Elementary
School Principal and 4th and 5th Grade Teachers

Getting the Golden Sneaker Program off the ground
involved the efforts of multiple Cross County Connection
staff members. Latifah Sunkett, the Safe Routes to School
Coordinator, worked with Patrick Farley, the Program
Director, to figure out the contest rules and plan the program
roll-out. While the Marketing Team of Nashay Craig,
the Graphic Artist, and Michele Geiger, the Marketing
Outreach Specialist, developed the contest materials and
all-important Golden Sneaker Trophy! Nashay and Michele
are here to share with us some of the creative process that
went into making the Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge
such a success.

Behind The Scenes: The Making of the Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge
A contest requires rules and instructions, which can be pretty boring. To make this important part of the process fun,
Cross County Connection designed a welcome packet that instructed teachers, students and parents on how the
competition would work, the rules and provided a tracking sheet to help the students count their steps.
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New Jersey

Safe Routes to School
Nashay’s Creative Process
For the creation of the Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge Welcome Packet, I
used the Safe Routes to School national branding colors throughout the welcome
packet to align it with the SRTS program. One of the major design elements
featured in the welcome packet is the wave design, which creates a sense of
movement. This wave design represents the movement of the students’ feet and/
or wheels in the Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge which promotes a healthy
lifestyle and encourages student to walk more.

Michele’s One of a Kind Trophy

Pedometers used for the challenge

I was given the challenge of coming up with a trophy for The Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge. First thing I did was
Google “sneaker trophies.” I love Google! I had an idea of what I wanted. That meant one thing… I would have to
build the entire award. Challenge accepted!
A coworker’s husband built the trophy base (as seen in photo to
the left). Yay! Now, I had to collect the supplies to build the best
trophy ever: gold and black spray paint, a size 10 sneaker (the
bigger the better), some heavy duty glue and a placard that
announced the award on the trophy.

Before

After

It took me a week to build. I started with spray painting. The
spray painting took about 2 ½ days to dry. A bottle of glue
later, and the sneaker was firmly attached to the base and the
trophy was complete (as shown in photo to the right)!

Students loved the trophy and were so intrigued. I am looking forward to the challenge of building the next, unique
trophy for The Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge. To learn more about The Golden Sneaker Walking Challenge and
other on-going pedestrian and bicycling safety events that Cross County Connection can bring to your school, please
contact Cross County Connection or visit our website at www.driveless.com.

EASYrider …
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Cross County Connection Uses GIS Technology
to Address Pedestrian & Bicyclist Safety
by Brooke Iacone, GIS Analyst, CCCTMA

Geographic Information System (GIS) software transforms infrastructure and events in the physical
world, such as roadways and pedestrian crashes, into meaningful spatial analyses and digital visualizations.
One way in which GIS is helping to save lives is through bicycle and pedestrian crash analyses. Pedestrian
safety is a major concern in New Jersey, where pedestrians accounted for 31 percent of road fatalities in
2018 despite only comprising an estimated three percent of road users.
Cross County Connection utilizes GIS to conduct spatial analyses that promote safety for bicyclists and
pedestrians by working with municipalities, schools, and transportation providers to identify high crash
areas through hotspot analyses, statistically analyze crash conditions and patterns, and more. We apply
these types of analyses to many projects throughout the region, including:
• Safe Routes to School Travel Plans
• Street Smart Campaigns
• Safety near Public Transit Stops

Safe Routes to School– Safe Routes to School
(SRTS) is a federal, state, and local effort to
enable and encourage children in grades K-8
to walk and bicycle to school. As part of this
effort, Cross County Connection prepares
Travel Plans for schools and municipalities. A
Travel Plan helps create safer routes for students
by identifying problem areas surrounding
schools and proposing solutions. Using GIS,
we inventory existing conditions throughout
the community, such as sidewalk conditions,
bicycle facilities, and crash locations. We also
host public mapping sessions for parents where
the community can provide input on areas of
concern and provide student-specific feedback.
In Clementon Borough, Camden County, GIS
analyses are being used to support an upcoming
Travel Plan. As part of this effort, we hosted
several mapping exercises during the school’s
parent-teacher conferences. The results of
the mapping exercises helped to create a
framework for more impactful infrastructure
recommendations that will make a student’s
journey to school safer.
16
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Street Smart Campaigns– Street Smart NJ is a
public education campaign coordinated by the
North Jersey Transportation Planning Authority
(NJTPA) which aims to raise awareness of
pedestrian and motorist laws and change the
behaviors that lead to pedestrian and cyclist
crashes and fatalities. In conjunction with the
Vineland NJ Police Department, Cross County
Connection conducted a month-long public
outreach and awareness campaign along Landis
Avenue in downtown Vineland City. In order to
determine where in Vineland to focus outreach
and maximize awareness, bicycle and pedestrian
crashes were mapped and a hotspot analysis was
conducted to identify areas of highest concern.
Based on observations conducted before and
after outreach, the campaign was very successful
in changing behaviors which will help to reduce
the number of crashes occurring on Landis
Avenue. In 2019, Cross County Connection
conducted three bicycle and pedestrian crash
analyses to support current and upcoming
Street Smart Campaigns throughout the region.

Map 1: Atlantic City Bicycle and
Pedestrian Crashes (2013-2017)
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Recommendation

Safety Near Public Transit Stops– Due to the nature
of public transit, stops are often located on major, high
speed travel corridors and transit users often reach
these stops by foot or bicycle. It is important that a
passenger’s journey to public transit, particularly on these higher risk roadways, is both safe and comfortable.
In conjunction with a municipality in Camden County, Cross County Connection conducted an analysis that
looked at bicycle and pedestrian crashes within close proximity of transit stops to determine if there are locations
where pedestrians are at danger when trying to access transit. To conduct the analysis, each transit stop was
given a severity score based on the number of crashes and the severity of the crashes that fell within close
proximity to the stop location. Transit stops were then ranked based on their overall severity score. This will allow
the municipality to prioritize and support future projects at the most critical transit stops.
Cross County Connection also conducted similar analyses surrounding community shuttle stops in our region—
including the English Creek-Tilton Road Community Shuttle, the Pureland East-West Community Shuttle,
and the Route 54/40 Community Shuttle. Bicycle and pedestrian crashes in close proximity to shuttle stops were
analyzed to determine which shuttle stops are most dangerous for riders. Additionally, crash data was analyzed
to uncover patterns in crash conditions, such as light condition, crash direction and speed of the roadway. A
pedestrian safety palm card was developed based on these findings which was distributed to passengers along
the shuttle routes. Tips, such as wearing reflective clothing and carrying a flashlight in the dark were provided to
encourage riders to be aware of their surroundings.
GIS software has many applications in the transportation sector, and bicycle and pedestrian crash analysis is
just one example of how Cross County Connection is using our mapping expertise to help solve transportation
problems in our region.

EASYrider …
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Congratulations to the 2019
Sustainable Jersey Certified
Municipalities

Cross County Connection would like to congratulate the South Jersey municipalities that
received Sustainable Jersey certification in 2019. In total, 31 South Jersey communities
were certified. Gloucester City and Audubon in Camden County received Bronze
certification for the first time. Bordentown Township in Burlington County received Silver
certification for the first time.
Sustainable Jersey certification is a prestigious designation for municipal governments that are working towards sustainability
in New Jersey. Municipalities that achieve the certification are considered by their residents, peer municipalities, sustainability
experts and community organizations in New Jersey, to be among the leading municipalities in building environmentally healthy
and equitable communities. With these 2019 additions, there are now 59 certified communities in south Jersey. Two south Jersey
municipalities received special awards from Sustainable Jersey during the 2019 Annual Awards. Audubon, Camden County was
awarded “Rookie of the Year,” a distinction that recognizes a municipality that remained committed to achieve certification despite
challenges along the way. Bordentown City was awarded the Sustainability Champion award for municipalities with a population
under 5,000. This award recognizes municipalities that have scored the most points in the Sustainable Jersey Certification program
in three population categories (Under 5,000; 5,000 - 40,000; Over 40,000). Congratulations to all!
Municipality

Certification Level

Camden

Bronze

Bordentown City

Burlington

Silver

Bordentown Township

Burlington

Silver

Buena Vista Township

Atlantic

Bronze

Burlington Township

Burlington

Bronze

Camden

Bronze

Chesterfield Township

Burlington

Bronze

Collingswood Borough

Camden

Silver

Delran Township

Burlington

Bronze

Downe Township

Cumberland

Bronze

Elsinboro Township

Salem

Bronze

Evesham Township

Burlington

Silver

Galloway Township

Audubon Borough

Camden City

Atlantic

Silver

Gloucester City

Camden

Bronze

Haddonfield Borough

Camden

Silver

Hammonton Town

Atlantic

Bronze

Salem

Bronze

Maple Shade Township

Burlington

Bronze

Medford Township

Burlington

Bronze

Moorestown Township

Burlington

Silver

Ocean City

Cape May

Silver

Pitman Township

Gloucester

Bronze

Camden

Bronze

Sea Isle City

Cape May

Bronze

Upper Township

Cape May

Bronze

Cumberland

Bronze

Lower Alloways Creek Township

Runnemede Borough

Vineland City
Voorhees Township
Washington Township
Waterford Township
West Cape May Borough
Winslow Township
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Camden

Silver

Gloucester

Bronze

Camden

Silver

Cape May

Bronze

Camden

Bronze

Bordentown Township Deputy Mayor Jill Popko, center, accepts the Sustainable
Jersey grant. She is joined by, from left, Richard Dovey, chair of Sustainable Jersey
Board of Trustees; Russell Furnari, PSE&G's manager of environmental policy
enterprise; Lisa Gleason, PSE&G's stakeholder engagement specialist;
and Randall Solomon, Sustainable Jersey's co-director.

Galloway Township Anne-Marie Peracchio, Chair, Sustainable Jersey Board of
Trustees Barbara Fiedler, Mary Crawford, Steve Fiedler- Go Green Galloway
Randall Solomon, Executive Director, Sustainable Jersey

City Of Vineland (L-R) Ann Marie Peracchio, Vice Chairperson, Sustainable
Jersey Board Of Trustees; Ariana Mctamney and Diane Amico, Vineland Green
Team; Richard Dovey, Chairperson, Sustainable Jersey Board of Trustees.

Please visit www.driveless.com to view Cross County Connection’s
recently released Five Year Impact Report. This report provides
a synopsis of some of the programs and services Cross County
Connection provides, and most importantly, highlights the impact
Cross County Connection has had on people. Cross County
Connection has provided services in all seven counties within
its service area, working directly with 100 of south Jersey’s 169
municipalities and impacting 71% of the region’s population.
After all, improving the quality of people’s lives through
transportation solutions is what Cross County Connection is all
about.

EASYrider …
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