Cross County Connection Transportation Management Association
Creates a Google Map showing Bicycle Routes and Public Transportation
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from leaving your front door. What to do?

The answer is a click away at driveless.com. Cross County Connection TMA has created a free,
Google technology-based, online, interactive transportation map. Using this dynamic mapping
application, commuters now have the ability to instantly find the nearest bicycle route or bus stop
and actually search the surrounding area for sites and destinations. While bicycle route locations
and public transit are the highlight of the map--- the addition of regional commuting information
really makesthismapas ort of A ma fprgetting avoor acsitsetn New Jersey.

If you have access to the internet, we encourage you to follow along in the map as we go through
the information available at the click of a mouse. Start by visiting this link:
http://driveless.com/googlemap.html
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The map window is shown here. Listed on the right are layers of transportation
information. By clicking the checkboxes it displays these layers on the map window.
The search function, zoom in/out, and the map type selection are all available at the top.



http://driveless.com/googlemap.html

How was this map made?

The open source mapping capability provided by Google Maps allows Cross County Connection to
publish data from their Geographic Information System (GIS) onto the internet. Different layers of
information can be mapped out to show bus routes, rail stations, or bicycle routes available in your
area. The standardized map controls are identical to any Google map available on the web and
there are no special downloads required to use this application.

The transportation data is draped over a background street map or aerial image provided by
Google, which ensures the background information is up to date. This allows for Cross County
Connection to focus on the accuracy of bicycle route and transit information hosted on the map.
Adding another function to the map is the Google search engine, a powerful tool helping to identify
any destination and the closest transportation to get there.

What information is in the map?

Over the past five years Cross County Connection has been building a GIS data library of all
available transportation in the region. On the right side of the map you can check the box next to
each layer which will display a transportation overlay on top of the map background. Let us delve
into detail what is in these layers and how they were created.

Bicycle Routes

All existing bicycle routes that have been identifiedaspartof Cr oss County Connectic
route inventory project are viewable on the map. Great effort was taken to ensure that the

locations of these bicycle routes are correct. The New Jersey Department of Transportation

(NJDOT) Statewide Bicycle Master Plan, 2008 serves as the foundation for this dataset. County

and municipal governments were then surveyed to gather bicycle route information at the local

level, resulting in a three-tiered inventory of bicycle routes spanning hundreds of miles over a

seven-county service area.
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available to view. A very high level of detail can be
seen by overlaying the tour routes with the aerial
images. Copies of the tour guide are linked so that
riders can print the PDF before heading out on their
bicycle.

Bicycle Routes identified through the municipal survey are
shown here. Information such as on-road or off-road, length,
data source, and town location are all stored within the
bicycle route data.




NJDOT has also produced a variety of bicycle tour guides throughout the state for leisurely bicycle

trips through scenic and historic areas. Unlike the municipal bicycle inventory which is limited to

south Jersey, all of the bikeway tours across the state are available for viewing. Turning this layer

on allows you to plan your trek and even print the online PDF guide to take with you. The value of

hosthg bicycle route data on a Google map really shin
Now you can see exactly what terrain you will be traveling on to plan your next bike trip.

Panoramas

Two-dimensional maps, even ones as great as this Google Map, still have limitations. It is very
difficult to convey a sense of place via a two-dimensional map. To aid in this, we took pictures of
bicycle routes and key public transit transfer points in the region. From a series of individual
pictures, panoramic images were created to help familiarize the end-user with the specifics of a
location before they make their trip. Think of how valuable it is to preview the roadway conditions
along a bike route or the specific location of a bus transfer point the first time you try it. Simply
getting people to try bicycling or transit is half the battle and these panoramas make the first step
that much easier.
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Panoramic views of select bicycle routes and public transit transfer points are available to view.
This helps the map user to become familiar with locations before visiting them in-person.

Public Transit

New Jersey TRANSIT and county governments offer bus service along thousands of miles of
roadway in South Jersey. Using this map you have the ability to find out if a bus travels near your
starting point or destination. Once the closest bus route has been identified you can click the
embedded hyperlink to download a PDF of the schedule to plan your trip.

Additionally, every rail station in South Jersey can be accessed using this map. The locations of
PATCO, Atlantic City Rail Line, and River LINE Rail stations are linked to the current rail schedule.
For each rail station the map shows available parking, other amenities and use restrictions for
riders. The idea is to provide all relevant information to the end user so that they do not have to
look elsewhere before heading out.



proper layers are turned on. A panoramic image of this transfer point is also available to help first-time riders
become familiar with this location before visiting in-person

Connections between the River LI NBEerRce aréeasilynsden Bhemthei n d

Bike on board

I f you dondt s e eorilsmatmmayolcgn skatcks foria mutd t@bike to transit. This
map is the only of its kind to show both bicycling and public transit in South Jersey. Seeing that all
bus and rail service in South Jersey are bike friendly, take a look and see what kinds of trips are
possible. You might be surprised what a short bike ride will connect to. If the opportunity allows,
you can bicycle to the nearest bus route or rail station and bring your bike on board. Be sure to
download our newest biking publications at www.driveless.com

Local Bus Services

Local transportation services offered by county governments and regional transit agencies are also
available on the map. Some local services operate as fixed shuttle routes to supplement existing
bus service by providing 6 | a s ttripsrido dmeldyment centers. With this map, potential
employees can find a way to get to a new job on one of these local services. Employers can also
use the map to help new hires find an inexpensive and reliable way to get to work on one of the
Job Access Reverse Commute (JARC) shuttles.
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